
Unpublished Letters of Presidents Add '
I - By

'

Interest to National Library Collection J Frank G arPenfer

One-Thi- rd ef Washington's Papers Burned Jackson Tells in Letters of Duels He Has Fought and Race Horses He
Has Run.

D. C Oct. 25.
WASHINGTON, told you some-

thing' of the wonderful collec-
tion of manuscripts relating to Ameri-
can history which are now being1 gath-- f

red together in the manuscript divis-
ion of the Library of Congress at
Washington. This collection is stead-
ily increasing, and it will soon be the
largest reservoir of the raw material
of history known to the world. I have
spent the greater part of the week in
going through the collection, and it is
impossible to exaggerate gts extent and
value. During my visit to the library
I had a most interesting chat with
Gaillard Hunt, the American historian
and archivist in charge of the division,
about the papers of the presidents,

he
"The .shington papers which we

now have in hand are the largest col-
lection relating to any individual. It
is larger than any collection of papers
loncermng any one British statesman
or any famous man of any other coun-
try. Washington became famous whenery young and he was a prolific let-
ter writer. From 1775 on people be-
gan to save his letters, so that now
new Washington letters are always
appearing, and almost any collector of

onsequence has one or more Wash
ington letters. He wrote the most of j

his correspondence with his own hand,
and he fas so methodical that he ac-
complished a great lot of work. Itwas his habit to rise at 5 oclockevery morning and to write until
breakfast time. We have ourselves
here, in the manuscript division, about
50.000 letters of Washington, and the
collection, including the letters to him,
numbers considerably over 100,009."

linns' Papers Were Sold.' When- - did these papers coma
ii oui : I

"From various source A great many '

ame from his heirs. When tVashmg- - j

ton died his estate at Mount Vernon j

fame to Gen. Bushrod Washington, j

Later on a number of the heirs sold
the papers which they had inherited to
the government. Others of the- - heirs
kept theirs and left mem at Mount
Vernon, and when Mount Vernon was
sold by Col. Washington, the father of
iawrence Washington the papers,
weee taken to Alexandria and were .

deposit d in a bank. There must have j

been about a dozen barrels of them, i

At the opening of the civil war the j
papers were still there, but soon after
that the bank was burned down and
the papers were burned with it. This
left as the only group of Washington
papers the one which the government
had bought. It formed about twe- -
Ihirds of the whole.

Papers or Aclamx and Jolternoa. !

"Where are the papers of John Ad- -
ams'"'

"They are in the hands of the Mass
achusetts Historical society at Boston,
where are also the papers of John
Quincy Adams. They have been de-
posited there and will probably never
leave Boston, although they really
ought to be in our collection here.
The Adams papers are valuable. They
are in the special charge of Mr.
Worthington Ford, who was formerly
chief of this division. They are very
carefully guarded."

"Have you many of the Jefferson
papers T'

"Yes. Our collection is numbered by
tens of thousands. Jefferson wasvery
methodical, and his private papers
were almost as voluminous as those
of Washington. He was one of the
first Americans to use a press copy.
and there are thousands of letters inpress copy by him. Congress bought
Jefferson's library, and it was carried J

I

Laches
LACHES is a legal term mean-

ing negligence or dilatoriness, the
omission of something which a
party might do or might reason-
ably be expected to do to further
his interest-- If in "the prosecu-
tion of your legal rights you have
been guilty of LACHES your
case is lost. So in the preserva-
tion of your health if you neg-
lect to attend to disease in its
first stages, even though it is no
more than a mere annoyance you
will soon find that it has under-
mined your entire- - system and
made you a wreck for life. Re-

member this, and if we only suc-
ceed in teaching this one thing
we will have done our share.
Kegleet is more dangerous than
disease. There is a time in prac-
tically every acute ailment when
it can be controlled. Don't be
guilty of LACHES. Remember
how the aw looks upon those
who are

If you have been, you need the
Ecrvices of the best medical tal-
ent the community knows.
Chronic eases are our specialty.
We have treated thousands like
every case that comes into the of-

fice and are as familiar witli the
diseases of our Specialty as any,
doctor in America. We treat
Rheumatism, Skin Disease, Ic-

terus, Acne, Piles, Hydrocele, Var-
icocele, Rupture, Fistula, Liver,
Kidney and Stomach troubles and
are backed by 25 years jjf exper-
ience devoted exclusively to these
diseases. Hours S to 6 daily, Sun-
days 9 to 12 only.

Xo charges for Diagnosis
whether treatment is taken or
not. All persons afflicted with
any disease within our Specialty 6

are invited to call.

German-America- n

Doctors.
206 1- -2 Mesa Avenue.

EL. PASO. TEXAS.

Cut Rato Hardware,
Paint and Glass

SOU South El Paso Street
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in wagons from Monticello to Wash-
ington. The Jefferson papers were not
a part of the library. They were ac-
quired after Jefferson's death, and
were bought of his descendants for
about $25,000. These papers contained j

a record of the whole career of Jef- -
ferson. Only about one-fif- th of them i

have ever been published, and it is j

out of the question for the government ,

to ever publish them all."
' "'Our Madison collection came from

two separate purchases. Jiaaison pre- -
j pared certain oC his papers for publ- -

cation Defore he died, and congress
bought some of these shortly after n:s
death. Later on he bought the remain-
der. Then some of the papers fell Into
the hands of his stepson; Payne Todd,
who deposited them with James G. Mc-Gui- re

of Washington. McGuire was a
collector of manuscripts. He had
loaned Todd money and Todd had given
him the papers as security, and when
the debt was not paid they fell into
his hands. Later on the McGuire col-
lection was sold to the Chicago Histor
ical society, and it was only a year orJ
so ago that I persuaued that society tr
sell them to us. The heads of the
society were business men. They
thought that the Madison collection
l'ghtly belonged to the National Li-

brary, and they gave it to us at just
what it cost them. These Madison pa-iw- rs

enirmrised lift volumes and the.... s ... irnii;M .1.,... .,... nitn.
--ether are in theneighborhood of 50.- - J

01)0 '

Some Monroe Paper.
'We have also some papers of Mon-

roe, and some which were bought from
the descendants of John Quincy Adams.
Many of these have not been bound as
j ft. We have a large collection of
documents relating to Andrew Jack-
son. The chief collection left by Jack-
son was given by Gen. " Jackson's
adopted son to his friend Francis P.
Clair, and Blair's descendants turned
them all over to the government about
five years ago. In addition to this col-
lection, there were a large number or
Jackson's letters and papers in the
hands of his adopted son's widow. I
bought those manuscripts from her
about two years ago. so that altogether
n e have now a remarkably complete
collection of the Jackson papers. They
number about 30,000 documents or
terns. They begin with Jackson's early-yout-

and run on down to his dea-- h. '

"How about your collection of Van
uuren Tvler and ffik-"- ;

Van Buren did not leave a great
many papers," said Mr. Hunt. "He was
a very cautious man and he destroyed
many of his letters. Still we have a
large collection which was presented
to the library about six years ago bv
his descendants,. We have very many
papers of James K. Polk which the

overnment bought from his descend
ants. Polk was careful and methodical.
He saved letters and papers, and we
have altogether thirty or forty thous-
ands of his documents.

"We have scattering papers of Wil-
liam Henry Harrison. Zach Taylor and
Millard Fillmore, but we have no col-
lections of there presidents. Thee Fill-
more papers are in the custody of the
Buffalo Historical society and they willprobably be sent here after a while.
They are not very important, but Fill-
more himself was not important. Hewas not nearly as strong as Tyler. JohnTyler was a personality. Fillmore was
in many respects a momentity. As to
the papers of Zachary Taylor, after his
death they remained in the hands ofhis son on the old Taylor plantation in
Louisiana. Then the house was burnedaown and all the papers destroyed. Thepapers of William Henry Harrison were
lost in the same way at the time his

house was burned, and so there are
collections of neither Taylor nor Har-
rison.

"We have the papers of Franklin
Pierce, such as they are. They are not
many and they do not amount to much."

Jnekson Tel is of Duels.
In looking over the papers of the

presidents Mr. Hunt showed me some
.nteresting letters. I saw papers of
Andrew Jackson relating to his duels
and as to how he raced horses. There
is one memorandum made by Andrew
Jackson as a boy which gives full de-

tails of "how to feed a cock before you
fight it." This says that you should
give the chicken some picked beef cut
fine, three times a day, and let him
have sweet milk instead of water to
drink. Give him dry Indian corn and
a little white bread soaked in sweet
milk. Feed him as much as he can eat
for eight days, and he will then De I

ready 'to fight." J

I saw also receipts signed by Jack-
son showing that he was a good
churchgoer while he was president. He
rented pews in three different churches
and probably took the whole family
with h:m. Mr. Hunt tells me, however,
that Andrew Jackson did not stop rac-
ing horses when he became president.
He merely raced them under another
name. The last thing he did as presi- -
oent was to make a bet aoout van
Buren s election. He never composed a
B1I1SIvr auiic jj&itci nine null uui uiiuci
his own name. Such things were writ-
ten for him by Edward Livingston,
Amos Kendall. James K. Polk and oth-
ers. They wrote more strongly than
they would have written for them-
selves but Jackson was never afraid to
take the responsibility.

Colonial History Collection.
The Library of Congress has under

way a most important undertaking in
collecting the material for colonial his-
tory. This is the having copied every-
thing in the European archives which
pertains to the American colonies. For
some years men have been at work in
the government archives of Great Brit-
ain, France, Spain and Mexico. They
are copying government documents,
letters and papers of all kinds relating
to the story of America and to the
American colonies. The inpst of the
English transcripts have already been
made. They begin with the discovery
of America and extend to the peace of
1783. They number more than 200,000
folios and the copying has been ail
done by hand on a handmade paper
manufactured especially for the pur-
pose. The writing is like copper plate,
and as the papers are chronologically
arranged any period is easily access;-- 1
Die: These papers are in great ledger-
like volumes, beautifully bound and so
made that they will last forever.

Mr. Hunt tells me that the collection
from the British archives is practically
complete. Similar work is going on In
Paris, where the copyists are collect-
ing everything Nip to the time of the
Louisiana purchase, in 1S03, and simi-
lar copies will be made of the archives
of Mexico up to the year 1847, when
Texas and other states became Ameri-
can. The work in Spain will continue
up to 1819, when Florida was bought,
so that the collection will form a com-
plete transcript of all the important
documents pertaining to the American
colonies now hidden away in the arch-
ives of foreign governments. As it is
now, the man who wants to write about
colonial America has to go to Europe
for apart of his material. .WHhing a
ver short time a copy of everything
in Europe will be accessible in the na-
tional library.

During my chat with Mr. Hunt" I
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asked as to the other great
collections of the world. He replied:

Other Great Collections.
"There are only three really great

historical collections, that of the Brit-
ish Museum in the Blblio-tecq- ue

Xationale in Paris and the one
we have here. I do not know which
is the largest, but the British Museum
has been at the job of collecting for

'
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more than 200 years, while the Pari-
sians have been workiiig at it even
longer. Our collection began only 10
years ago, and at the present rate of
progress it will soon have a larger and
more complete collection than they
have. We shall have more documents
relating to the history of the United
States than the British have relating
to the history of England."

"These papers are separate and apart
from our government archives, are they
not?"

"Yes. These are private papers and
letters. The official archives are the
papers of the government. As far as
they are concerned we are lamentably
wanting. Not a single department of
our government has all of its archives.
and not one of them knows as to what
it has and what it has lost. An In- - j

ventory has never been taken. Indeed, j

there is not a country of Europe that J

does not keep its official documents t

In better shape than we dp.
Oldest Documents.

"What is the oldest official document
in existence?" '

"It is not so very, very old. People
did not begin to write until modern
times, and the earliest written English
document dates back only to the thir-
teenth century. Thf first English
author who wrote was Chaucer. He
lived in the fourteenth century, and
that is not long ago. The earliest mod-
ern official document in any 'language
is in the archives at Milan. Italy. Thiswas written on parchment paper about
A. D. 823 by king Otho and queen
Agatha. There is another document
written just a little later in the ar-
chives of Dresden, and another in those
of Magdeburg."

"Tell me something about the Vati-
can collection?"

"The Vatican is a library of itself. Itis composed exclusively of manuscripts
that is. of manuscript books writtenmostly before the ace of nrintinsr

These books are chiefly religious and i
are not individual manusmripts. The
Vatican has the oldest written manu-
script. It long antedates the oldest of-
ficial document which, as I have said, I

was of the ninth century. The oldest
piece of writing on paper dates back to
the second century, and there is one
from the third century. Both of theseare in a perfect state of preservation.
One of them is a copy of some of Vir- -
ETiVa Tloin ti1 tha ntl,&T. lo o ,.

I script of prayer.
"In addition to the Vatican libra rv,

Italy has a number of other valuable
manuscript collections. The library of
Florence has the papers of Galileo,
most of which were written before he
went blind and a few afterward. In the
archives there they have also the pa- - i

pers oi uante. i have seen them alland they are wonderfully preserved."

Busy Steamship Official
Lifts Flat Life's Curse

New York, Oct. 25. It remained for j

v.nr vt ..rw xurng uuaieat 01 uuiiitssmen to lift the heaviest curse of flat I

life in New York, said curse consist-
ing of th taucous, scratchy and met-alli- c

tonts of innumerable phono-graph- c,

indulging in mingled grandopera. racrtim and yodeling.
-- m uiuciai oi one or ine Dig irans- - i

Atlantic steamship companies, while I

endeavoring to soften the tones of an '
instrument purchesd for the entertain- -
ment of his children, discovered thata thin disc, attached to the needle near
the point and held in place by deli-
cate sprlnprs. not only increased the
volume of the sound but retained itsoriginal purity of tone

Vh the ue ice was brought to the
attention of the scientists who are
laboring with this subject, they be-
came enthusiatic about it and discov-
ered a variety of technical advantages
in it that the inventor himself hadnot realized. They immediately
dubbed the invention the "master-phore,- "

ami summed up their approval
in t'le stntrment that it makes the
phoroqT.iph human.

Tf it ..otoraplish.es that feat, or even
If it makes it cease to be inhuman,
the modest inventor will earn the
thanks of a million, more or less, city
flat dwellers fo- - having removed one
of the prolific causes of crime and in-
sanity to sa nothing of profanity.
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A contract to cure or it
costs vou not a cent.

will the most that
and in few and

means
If you doubt my

ask the banks or
men.

I cured in
city before any
who is here todaj7 ever
saw the city.

My are 25
15

years right here in Texas,
and of cures all
over Texas, New
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by real who
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Miss Dorothy Ainsworth Eaton, the
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invite you to come to my oiiiie.
will explain to you my treatment

for HYDROCKLr..
FISTULA. PILES,
ULCERS, POLYPI,

ALL RECTAL DISEASES. Also
Nervous, Blood and Skin Diseases,
and give you FREE physical exam-
ination. Every person should take
advantage of this opportunity. A
permanent cure is what you want.

Hydrocele and
many other
cured in 20 minutes.

I convince skeptical Varicocele,
Hydrocele can be cured a minutes,

satisfactorily, and it a permanent cure.
respon-

sibility
business

people this
specialist

cures lasting.
years' experience,

thousands
Mexico,

Mexico, and
Oklahoma, references.

be
a specialist

advertises
contracts

treat-
ment

hired

propositions.

Consultation

Testlfiss Against Her Mother

resEos mm
ALL

Implement

VARICOCELE,
OBSTRUCOTONg,
CONSTIPATION,

Varicocele,
conditions

KIDNEY. BLADDER. URINARY
AND PROSTATIC DISEASES.

Straining. Pain in Back, Enlarged
Glands, Nervousness, Swelling, Uric
Acid. Irritation, Inflammation and
Catarrhal Conditions Cured.

BACTERIN VACCINE FOR MEN'S
DISEASES.

Prostatic Disease, Bladder, Urinary,
and Kidney Infections and Rheu-
matism at last give way to scien-
tific treatment. Pro. Neisser's Bac-teri- n

Vaecine accomplishes for
these diseases what the Great Ger-
man Remedy does for poi-
son. If you have long standing,
chronic, obstinate case and
you are incurable, come at once
and will positively cure you or
you need not pay cent.

"914" Cures Blood Poison
The Improved-"606- "

use the newest ad latest treat-
ment for Blood Poison and Skin
Diseases. Prof. Ehrlieh's (of Ger-
many) NEOSALVARSAN- - 914."
the improved, and all latest

nummi,D1 lv ffft

profession. Xeosalvarsan and these
improved remedies are absolutely safe
and harmless and can be adminis
tered in the offfce, painlessly and
with absolutely ao ill effects what-
ever or detention from business. This
treatment recognized cure for
this dreadful disease. Many have
been cured right here.
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Harrison Eaton, who was called the stand to testify against her mother a
the tatter's trial for the alleged poisoning of her husband, the late rear ad- -i
miral Eaton. Miss Eaton admitted th at her mother was angered by Eaton
the day before he died.
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